
Donor Hero Ben – Graham Harrison 

 

 

Ben 
The saddest day of our lives occurred on 
the 18th May 1993 when my wife Elayne 
and I had to say farewell to our 10 year 
old son Ben for the last time.  Three days 
earlier Ben had been a happy youngster 
looking forward to an operation to 
straighten his back, which would provide 
him with a healthy bright future.   
Unfortunately, fait had different 
intensions and the surgery failed when 
his aorta tore and as a consequence, he 
went 12 minutes without blood to his 
brain.   As a result, he was diagnosed 
brain dead. 

When discussing the diagnosis with Ben’s doctors stated that we wished to donate Ben’s 
organs and tissue to those that needed them most.   As a result, our decision lead us down 
the path of organ donation and transplantation, not realising where it was going to lead us.   
We were initially told that Ben’s kidneys went to a middle-aged man and his heart and lungs 
to a 12-year-old girl in Melbourne.   During the next few months, we received letters from 
David, Ben’s kidney recipient and the parents of the little girl which were very special for us 
to receive. 

Through an unusual set of circumstances, we were to meet and befriend David Ridoutt and 
his family, which developed into a close and long-standing friendship.  As an outcome David 
and I became much involved in promoting organ donation and transplantation, which 
resulted in the ABC producing a 30-minute documentary for Australian Story that can be 
viewed on the DFA Website donorfamiliesaustralia.org/video – Ben’s Gift. 

Sadly after 16 years of friendship I had to farewell David when he succumbed to cancer due 
to his medication.   As a token of my friendship and bond with David and his wife Margaret I 
produced the accompanying photo in memory of both Ben and David which Margaret now 
treasures. 

In memory of Ben Harrison and David Ridoutt 

 


